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ONTEX BUILDS CAPACITY TO PRODUCE 80 
MILLION SURGICAL FACE MASKS PER YEAR 

 
 
 

Aalst-Erembodegem (Belgium), May 12, 2020 – Ontex announces that it plans to start the 
production of face masks by September 2020, with a capacity of around 80 million IIR-
type surgical face masks per year. 
 
“We invest in the production of surgical face masks to support caregivers and other essential 
workers,” said Annick De Poorter, Ontex’s Vice President for R&D, Quality and Sustainability. “We 
want to help protect these people, including Ontex employees, who keep society going by providing 
essential goods and services.” 
 
The surgical face masks of the IIR type, which are typically used in hospitals, are planned to be 
produced on a line at Ontex’s factory in Eeklo, Belgium in accordance with applicable regulations. 
Ontex has ordered specialized machinery and is training staff to get certified for production and start 
producing face masks in September or earlier. The new production is Ontex’s own initiative and 
receives no government funding. 
 
In order to offer face mask sourcing options for caregivers and other essential workers before 
September, Ontex is providing local authorities a direct contact with a trusted face mask supplier 
which it is using as well. Ontex provides this assistance to the extent allowed, as some governments 
have strict regulations whereby only their competent administrations are entitled to coordinate the 
sourcing of protective gear against COVID-19. 
 
For more information about Ontex’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, go to the COVID-19 
response pages on ontex.com. 
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About Ontex 
Ontex is a leading international provider of personal hygiene solutions, with expertise in baby care, 
feminine care and adult care. Ontex’s innovative products are distributed in more than 110 countries 
through Ontex brands such as BBTips, BioBaby, Pompom, Bigfral, Canbebe, Canped, ID and Serenity, 
as well as leading retailer brands. 
Employing around 10,000 people all over the world, with its headquarters in Aalst, Belgium, Ontex 
is part of the STOXX® Europe 600. 
To keep up with the latest news, visit www.ontex.com or follow us on LinkedIn  
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